CHAPTER  XVII
Fall of the Moorish Civilization and the Tragedy
of the Moriscoes
EIGHT centuries of raging war between Arabs
and Spaniards; a continued struggle between
Islam and Christianity; innumerable changes
and revolutions to secure authority and domination ;
great and small states and principalities fighting for
the legacy of the Omayyad Caliphate; continued efforts
on the part of Islam to conserve its dominions and
sovereignty, and continued efforts on the part of
Christian Spain to wrench its national liberties from
the conqueror; and lastly the stubborn defence of the
conqueror to save his acquired home, religion and
civilization ; these are the phases of the Andalusian
(Moorish) tragedy which ended with the pass ing away
of Muslim domination in Spain.
If we admire the continued strife waged by Chris-
tian Spain on Muslim Spain, the continued progress
which it realized through the ages in retrieving its
territory and sovereignty, its intelligent exploitation
of the discord of the Muslims, its unity in facing
every new rise on the part of Andalusia and putting
an end to all discord whenever menaced by the common
danger; history, on the other hand, reproaches the
successful and victorious Spain for committing the
worst of errors and crimes in its policy towards defeat-
ed Islam, the remnant of the Moors and Moorish civili-
zation, and proves how this short-sighted policy was
most injurious to the greatness of Spain and how it
was one of the chief factors of its decline.
Christian Spain was great when defeated but not